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Have you ever known anyone with a pure heart? Upon what
evidence did you draw your conclusion that this person was
different & purer in heart than others you had met? More than
likely you based this conclusion upon the deeds, words, example or
influence of the person. The actual phrase ‘pure in heart”appears
in the NKJV only in Psalms 73:1 and Matthew 5:8. However, the
idea of a pure or clean heart is repeated often.

A pure heart is the opposite of an impure one. In Psalm 51
David makes a passionate plea for a “clean heart” (10). As we read
his words we get a sense of how sin made him feel. He felt
overwhelmed having been conceived in a sinful environment (5). He
felt as if he had been living a lie (6). He felt dirty (7). He felt sad
and broken (8). He felt guilty of perverting the right (9). He felt
spiritually ill (10b).

He desired a fresh start, a cleansing, a renewal (10). He
wanted to be close to God and have the assurance of the presence
of the Holy Spirit (11). He desired to be restored (12). He wanted
to be delivered (14).

Jesus talked of the importance of a clean or pure heart
Mathew 5:8. The initial cleansing takes place when one obeys the
gospel (1 Corinthian 6:11). The continual cleansing is done by the
blood of Jesus as we “walk in the light”(1John 1.7).

Let us all ever pray and live with the words of the old song
in mind, "Purer in heart O 6od, help me to be!”

THE PURPOSE OF CLOTHING

One of the most effective methods used by Satan to lure
humans into sin is changing the purpose of various aspects of life
from the original, practical, utilitarian design to something
entirely different and sinful!

One of the areas where this is most evident is in the
purpose of clothing. When mankind was innocent and sinless,
covering his nakedness was not necessary. Genesis chapter 2 ends
with these words: " And they were both naked, the man and his
wite, and were not ashamed.”

But, as we are all aware, this innocence did not last
forever. In Genesis 3 when sin entered the world, one of the first
things that accompanied it was the sense of shame that comes
from exposing one's body in public. " Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings”
(Genesis 3:7).

It then became forever necessary for men and women fo
cover themselves with clothing. "Also for Adam and his wife the
LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them”(Genesis 3:21).
The source of many of King David's problems was his sinful
reaction to the sight of a woman unclothed (2 Sam 11:2-3).

So, the initial purpose for clothing was to ‘cover one’s
nakedness.” When Noah became drunk and uncovered in his tent
we are told, "But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on
both their shoulders, and went backward and covered the
nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and
they did not see their father's nakedness” (Genesis 9:23). This
is a very practical use of clothing and one that is still necessary
today.

However, it didn't take men long to change the practical
purpose of clothing into something prideful and in many cases
sinful. From Joseph's ‘coat of many colors”a sign that he was one
of his father's favorites, (Genesis 37:3); to Samson'’s killing of
thirty men of Ashkelon for their “/inen garments and thirty



changes of clothing”(Judges 14:12-19); to the soldiers gambling
for the clothing of Jesus (John 19:23-24); clothes have gone from
the practical to the prideful and sinful.

In America and many other parts of the world the purpose
for clothing has changed drastically. While the original purpose
was to “cover”, the purpose now seems to be to reveal or at least
to accentuate parts of the body. Clothing has also become a
symbol of status and affluence.

While it is certainly not sinful to wear nice, clean, neat
looking clothes, the child of God must never allow clothing to
become a source of sinful pride (Proverbs 16:18). Nor should
clothing ever be chosen, by Christian men or women, for the
purpose of revealing that which was intended to be covered
(1Timothy 2:9-10).

Immodest clothing has become an engrained part of our
culture. And, as sad as it may seem, culture always eventually
infiltrates the church. Let us remember the words of the Holy
Spirit through Paul, "..present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God”(Romans 12:1-2).

(NOTE: The original "mustard seed"” that eventually became this article
was a comment from Steve_Higginbotham in an article entitled "Views
From the Pews." jwc)



